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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see Eemarks/ Arguments, filed April 14, 2008, with respect to 
claims 1-16 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The previous action has been 
withdrawn. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because they 
do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: "program point 20" 
at page 12, lines 20-21. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior 
version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted 
after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement 
Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Application/Control Number: 09/927,545 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2857 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-9 and 11-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U. S. 
Patent No. 5,987,224 to Koakutsu et al. 

6. With respect to claim 1 and 9, Koakutsu et al. disclose a method of executing method 
steps with an apparatus controlling a printing press (printer 2 shown on Fig. 3B), the method 
which comprises: connecting the apparatus (control unit 28 shown on Fig. 3B) to an input 
unit(on-line /off-line selector (not shown)); enabling the apparatus for switching an error mode 
on or off via the input unit (see Abstract, lines 8-9 and col. 7, lines 1-23); checking whether the 
error mode is switched on via the input unit (see col. 13, lines 40-46); and producing an output 
signal in a method step and outputting the output signal as at least one of an optical or an 
acoustic signal if the error mode is switched on and not outputting the output signal if the error 
mode is not switched on (see col. 13, lines 46-52). 

7. As to claim 2, Koakutsu et al. also disclose the method steps being divided into modules, 
and the method comprising changing from one module to another module during the execution 
of the method steps, and wherein the output signal comprises an identifier (indicator 15 shown 3 
B) (see col. 5, lines 56-67) indicating in which module the output signal was produced (see col. 
6, lines 35-63). 
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8. As to claims 3 and 11, Koakutsu et al. also disclose executing the method steps in a 
plurality of devices (host device 1, host interface 25, control unit 28, data buffer 27, and switch 
signal 35 from switch 14 shown on Fig. 3B), and generating the output signal with an identifier 
indicating the device in which the output signal was produced (see col. 14, lines 19-33). 

9. As to claims 4, 5, 6, 12, and 13, Koakutsu et al. also disclose the method steps being 
stored as digital data in a storage device (data buffer 27 shown on Fig. 3B) (see col. 6, lines 26- 
42), and the method comprising reading out the method steps from the storage device and 
executed the method steps (see col. 12, lines 39-49), and wherein the output signal comprises an 
identifier indicating where the method step is stored that produced the output signal (see Figs. 4, 

9. and 10 and col. 12, line 50 to col. 13, line 37 and col. 14, lines 1-52). 

10. As to claim 7, Koakutsu et al. also disclose outputting the output signal via an output unit 
(indicator 15 shown on Fig. 3B) (see col. 13, lines 49-52). 

11. As to claim 8, Koakutsu et al. also the output signal being stored in a storage device, 
together with an indication of a time at which the output signal was stored (see col. 14, lines 34- 
60). 

12. As to claims 14 and 15, Koakutsu et al. also disclose the location being identified in said 
stroage device via a memory address (see col. 12, lines 39-46). 

13. As to claim 16, Koakutsu et al. also disclose input means configured to enable selective 
switching on and switching off of the output mode even during the execution of the method steps 
(see col. 12, lines 14-28). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

15. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U. S. Patent No. 
5,987,224 to Koakutsu et al. 

16. As noted above, Koakutsu et al. disclose the claimed invention, except for a second 
control apparatus, and wherein one of said first and second control apparatus produces the output 
signal, and said first or second control apparatus outputs the output signal if an output mode is 
switched on, and the output signal comprises an identifier indicating whether the output signal 
was produced by said first or second control apparatus. 

17. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to duplicate a second control apparatus, and wherein one of said first and 
second control apparatus produces the output signal, and said first or second control apparatus 
outputs the output signal if an output mode is switched on, and the output signal comprises an 
identifier indicating whether the output signal was produced by said first or second control 
apparatus, in order that the printing apparatus and control method can be configured to process a 
variety of tasks simultaneously to improve the processes required to replenish consumable 
printing materials consumed during the printing operation. Further, as shown in St. Regis Paper 
Co. v Bemis Co. 193 USPQ 8 (7th Cir. 1977), to duplicate parts for multiple effects generally 
does not provide patentable weight to the claimed invention. 



Application/Control Number: 09/927,545 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2857 

Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

19. Koakutsu et al. disclose a printing apparatus including a data receiver that receives 
command data from a host device and a memory that stores the command data received by the 
data receiver. 

20. Ishida et al. disclose an apparatus including a print switch, the remaining paper detection 
apparatus, and a controller and a remaining paper detection controller. 

21 . Daniel et al. disclose a sequencing system for a printing press, the printing press having a 
plurality of print stations, each of the print stations for printing a respective portion of a design 
on an item with ink, the printing press also having a curing station for curing the printed ink, the 
sequencing system comprising a controller having random access memory for selecting one of 
the print stations, for indexing the item to the selected print station, for termining whether the 
item is present at the selected print station, for actuating the selected print station to print the 
respective portion of the design on the item, for determining completion of the actuation, for 
selecting one of the curing stations, for indexing the item to the selected curing station, for 
determining whether the item is present at the selected curing station, for actuating the selected 
curing station, and for determining completion of the curing operation. 

22. Rodi et al. disclose a control system for a printing press including inputting into a central 
control apparatus to which a plurality of printing presses are connected data required for 
controlling a given printing press for a given printing job, and transmitting the data from the 
central control apparatus to a control device assigned to the given printing press. 
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Contact Information 

23. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CAROL S. TSAI whose telephone number is (571)272-2224. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ramos-Feliciano S. Eliseo can be reached on (571) 272-7925. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

June 3, 2008 
Art Unit 2857 
/Carol S Tsai/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2857 



